Effect on pregnancy on gallstone formation.
An ultrasound study was carried out to determine the incidence of gallstone formation during pregnancy. One hundred and thirty seven pregnant women attending antenatal clinics were studied; 70 women were primigravidas and 67 were 1 para or more. An ultrasound of the gallbladder was carried out at 20 weeks or less of gestation and a repeat of ultrasound examination was performed soon after delivery. Five women had gallstones diagnosed before pregnancy; 1 of these was a primigravida, the other 4 were para 1 or more. None of the women developed gallstones during pregnancy. This finding suggests that pregnancy is unlikely to be an important factor in gallstone formation.